Step-by-step Illustration of the Cranial Bifrontal Approach.
Based on experience with several hundreds of adult and pediatric patients in whom the cranial bifrontal approach was used to achieve different surgical objectives, this paper describes this approach in a step-by-step manner with illustrations. This is a basic approach to the anterior cranial fossa that enables the preservation of most bridging veins. The bifrontal approach, whether basal, interhemispheric, or both, allows a wider bilateral operative field with better orientation and views of important neural structures and perforating arteries, without needing to be combined with other approaches. The following description should be regarded as a basic technique to arrive at a definite location within the anterior cranial compartment and beyond, rather than as rigid steps that must be followed rigorously. These illustrations are intended to present essential principles of a standard bifrontal approach. Since the same principles can be followed for every bifrontal approach, this technique along with the surgical results can be constantly improved.